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Letter from Russell Radford to Alexander Graham Bell,

January 17, 1917

7 THE PRESS ASSOCIATION COMPILERS, INC. 17 MADISON AVENUE EDITORIAL

ROOMS FOR REVISION OF APPLETONS' CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY

NEW YORK Jan. 17, 1917. Dr. Alexander Graham Bell, 1331 Connecticut Avenue,

Washington, D. C. Dear Sir:—

I am enclosing, herewith, a biography of the life and work of Miss Helen Keller, which is

to appear in the forthcoming volume of the revised edition of Appletons' Cyclopedia of

American Biography. I know that you are familiar with the talents of this blind and deaf

woman, and I would appreciate the favor if you will kindly revise the enclosed article, so

that it may be as accurate as possible. I would appreciate it if you will kindly return this

article to us not later than Feb. 10th.

Yours very truly, Russeu Radford Asst. Managing Editor.

EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT REVISION OF APPLETONS' CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN

BIOGRAPHY

APPLETONS' CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY HAS BEEN FOR THIRTY

YEARS THE RECOGNIZED STANDARD IN ITS FIELD. IT WAS THE ORIGINAL

SYSTEMATIC COLLECTION OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHIES, AND HAS MAINTAINED

ITS TITLE AS THE MOST COMPLETE AND AUTHORITATIVE OF THEM ALL. THE

EARLIER EDITIONS APPEARED FROM THE PRESS OF D. APPLETON & CO., AND

THE PUBLISHERS OF THE PRESENT EDITION, UNDER A SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

WITH THE APPLETONS'. HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO BRING THE WORK TO DATE

BY THE REVISION OF OLDER MATTER, AND THE ADDITION OF NEW NAMES OF

PEOPLE WHO HAVE ACHIEVED NATIONAL AND SPECIAL PROMINENCE SINCE
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THE DATE OF THE LAST EDITION. FOR THIS WORK, THE FIRM OF APPLETON

IS IN NO WAY RESPONSIBLE, HAVING GRANTED US THE RIGHT TO USE THEIR

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL AS A BASIS FOR A THOROUGH REVISION.

IN THIS REVISION OF A STANDARD WORK THE EDITORS PROPOSE TO

PROCEED ALONG LINES DISTINCTIVELY AMERICAN, MAKING THE BOOK. IN

FACT, A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES TOLD IN THE LIVES OF THOSE

WHO HAVE MADE HISTORY, AND THOSE WHO HAVE WROUGHT QUIETLY AND

INCONSPICUOUSLY. PERHAPS, IN THE UPBUILDING OF ANY SECTION OF THE

COUNTRY OR OF ANY SPECIAL LINE OF ENDEAVOR. THE PUBLISHERS ARE

OBLIGED, THEREFORE, TO UNDERTAKE A SYSTEMATIC CANVASS TO OBTAIN

CORRECT DATA AND REQUEST THAT SUCH MATERIAL BE SENT THEM. SPECIAL

ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO FACTS OF FAMILY HISTORY AND TO THE

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SUBJECT IN EVERY CASE.


